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The Large and Small Magellanic Cloud (LMC and SMC) are the most lu-
minous dwarf galaxy satellites of the Milky Way. Thanks to their proximity
(50-60 kpc), they provide one of the best opportunities to study in detail the
kinematics of resolved stellar populations in an interacting pair of galaxies.
Extensive photometric surveys like the ongoing Gaia mission and the near-
infrared VISTA survey of the Magellanic Cloud system (VMC) will have a
significant impact on our insight into the Magellanic system, but even com-
prehensive surveys have their limits. Full-scale proper motion measurements
and their analyses across the Magellanic Clouds are still a major challenge.
I have combined the individual strengths of VMC and Gaia DR2 data to
gain a better insight into the kinematics of the system. In this contribution,
I will present results from my ongoing project dedicated to measure and
analyse the proper motions of samples of stars across the Magellanic Bridge,
confirming the tidal stripping of the SMC predicted by dynamical N-body
simulations and in the outer regions of the LMC where a clear rotational
pattern is present.


