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compared to the rest of the galaxy?
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Are we observing secular evolution?
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The Mice ¢ Interacting Galaxies NGC 4676
Hubble Space Telescope « Advanced Camera for Surveys

NASA, H. Ford (JHU), G. lllingworth (UCSC/LO), M. Clampin (STScl), G. Hartig (STScl) and the ACS Science Team ® STScl-PRC02-11d
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Are we observing secular evolution?

* We believe we are "observing’ secular evolution
* Bars are not stagnant structures

* Bars are dynamic, evolving structures
that directly influence the evolution of
their host galaxies




Bars are drivers of galaxy evolution
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